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Volunteer Spotlight: 

Sasha Bill 

Ask any staff member 

about Sasha and the an-

swer will always be 

the same “I love 

him. He works very 

hard.” And it is ex-

tremely true. This is 

Sasha’s second stint 

as a volunteer at the 

Igoda Children’s 

Village and we are 

so happy to have 

him back! A lot had 

changed since his 

last time, but that 

didn’t stop him from 

jumping right into 

work and impressing eve-

ryone. Though not a first 

time volunteer, he chose 

to participate in the Vol-

unteer Immersion Pro-

gram and lived for his first 

two weeks in the Boys 

House (House #3). There 

he developed a friendship 

with the House Father 

and Social Welfare 

Officer, Joseph, and intro-

duced the boys to the 

wonderful world of cell 

phone games. After his 

two weeks at House #3, 

he chose to do a 

homestay and lived with 

both Baba Isaya and Baba 

Yusto. Sasha’s work is as 

varied as his interests. He 

organized and catalogued 

the entire Mobile Library 

system. He works at 

House #1 in the evenings 

to help fetch water and 

cut firewood. He works 

in the garden. He helps 

in the Baby House. He 

teaches English to any-

one who asks. No 

matter where he works, 

Sasha works tirelessly. 

And no matter what is 

asked of him, Sasha 

faces it with a positive 

attitude and a great 

work ethic. But perhaps 

what is the most im-

pressive is the amount 

of meaningful connec-

tions he has made here in 

such a short time. He 

takes the time to talk to 

just about everybody, and 

most importantly, he 

takes the time to listen. 

Sasha, you will be missed! 

Karibu tena! 

Foxes’ NGO (Mufindi Orphans) was established in 2005 to support projects aimed at com-

bating the devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Mufindi district of Tanzania in 

East Africa. We aim to provide shelter, sustenance, education, and medical care for orphans, 

other vulnerable children, and people living with HIVAIDS within the project area.  

We need your help! 

This holiday season, we are starting a new fundraising campaign! The first week of 

October marks 12 weeks until Christmas! Each week, the NGO will be publicizing a 

“wish” to our friends, family, and partner organizations through our social media 

sites! Each wish will be a small request to our wonderful supporters. For week 1 of 

this campaign, all we want is your time…  

Get Informed!!! We want to raise awareness about our project in Mufindi, and what 

all our charities worldwide do to help support the cause! Visit us on Facebook, 

Twitter, and Instagram to learn more and follow our campaign! 

In Memoriam  

We would like to dedicate this issue to Happy Lusungu who passed on Septem-
ber 25th, 2014. She worked with many volunteers at Mianzi Volunteer House 
alongside Mama Maria for two years. She will be very missed and her death 

stands as a poignant reminder that our fight against HIV is far from over.  
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On September 24th, Foxes’ 

NGO warmly welcomed the 

first volunteer group of the 

season, Carpe Diem! Carpe 

Diem is a service learning trip 

for high school graduates/ 

college students. There are 

multiple programs and the 

group that visits the NGO is a 

part of the East Africa trip. Ten 

students, accompanied by two 

leaders, travel through East 

Africa, volunteering at differ-

ent organizations as they go. 

This is the 3rd year that Foxes’ 

NGO has hosted Carpe Diem 

and we are so excited that 

they are back! This group was 

the first to participate in a Kis-

wahili language school and 

language immersion 

homestay! Then, the group 

was split into three smaller 

learning groups to spend days 

rotating between teaching 

English at Igoda Primary 

School, volunteering at the 

Care and Treatment Center, 

performing Home-based care 

visits in neighboring villages, 

and working at the Children’s 

Village. After their busy days, 

the students could be found 

playing soccer with the kids, 

helping the House Mamas and 

their children with daily 

chores, or practicing their Kis-

wahili with staff members. We 

kept them quite busy! The 

following week, they hosted a 

party for their homestay fami-

lies where they put all their 

newly acquired domestic skills 

to the test by cooking a meal 

to show appreciation for all 

the hospitality shown by their 

host mothers and fathers. The 

next Carpe Diem group will 

arrive November 5th to partici-

pate in a similar service learn-

ing program. Karibu! 

Soccer Club Gets a 

Jumpstart! 

Soccer is the most popular 

sport in Tanzania, and in the 

Igoda Children’s Village it isn’t 

much different. With the arri-

val of our new Social Welfare 

Officer, Joseph, came new 

energy and commitment to 

providing more creative out-

lets for our children. Not only 

does Joseph oversee study 

halls and keep close tabs on 

the students to ensure they 

are attending school and doing 

their homework, he also over-

sees a sports club that meets 

on Wednesday, Saturday, and 

Sunday. All kids- from the Chil-

dren’s Village and neighboring 

villages- are invited to come 

play soccer. They split up into 

teams, with an older boy or 

staff member acting as the 

referee, and play for hours. 

And it gets pretty intense! One 

week, Calvin, a gardener from 

Kidete acted as coach for 

Kidete Village and brought 

local children to play the NGO 

team. It became very competi-

tive with Isack, our clinical 

officer, acting as our coach. 

Goals were scored, cheers 

were chanted, and fun was 

had by all! 

Our kids play until the 

sun goes down and 

can’t see the ball! 

Baba Isaya introduces the vol-

unteers to their new host fami-

lies! He was also a host father 

to CD students Eric and Chris! 
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Kindergarten hosts “Care of 

Environment” Day ! 

Fridays are universally loved day- 

even at our Interactive Learning Kin-

dergarten! Each Friday, our teachers 

lead their students in a “Care of the 

Environment” day. Care of the Envi-

ronment is a Montessori principle 

that strives to encourage a relation-

ship between a child and the envi-

ronment around them- both natural 

and manmade. A child should be 

taught how to take pride in her class-

room and be motivated to help up-

keep her local environment. Much of 

the conversation with students about 

Care of the Environment stresses 

how as students and teachers, they 

must take ownership of their school- 

meaning they can use the materials- 

but that comes with certain responsi-

bilities. Our students begin their Fri-

day mornings as usual, but half way 

through the day, the students break 

into groups to “work” in the garden, 

help collect litter from around the 

school, and clean the classroom. And 

teachers work right alongside them! 

This is also a great exercise in the 

“Practical Life” section of the class-

room. The skills the students practice 

during this activity are applicable to 

skills they are expected to have at 

home in village. And when students 

are responsible for helping to keep 

the classroom neat and tidy, they are 

much more likely to take the time to 

treat the classroom and its materials 

with care. This is often students’ fa-

vorite day! And we invite all to come 

participate in this fun- and quite 

frankly- adorable day! 

Foxes’ NGO holds first Language 

School for Carpe Diem  

For the first time, Foxes’ NGO offered 

Kiswahili Language School to the 

Carpe Diem service learning group. 

Normally, Carpe Diem participates in 

a brief language school in Iringa. But 

this time, to maximize their time and 

familiarity with the NGO, we taught 

them there right on site! Dani 

Chunga, Akida Mdalingwa, and Flori-

an Mtilega were our wonderful teach-

ers! They spent two weeks preparing 

before Carpe Diem’s arrival- writing a 

curriculum, making materials, and 

practicing with other volunteers. 

Then, they were put to the test! CD 

split their group into three classes in 

three different, often scenic locations

- House #4, the office, the Volunteer 

Banda, the garden, and the Kinder-

garten. The entire Children’s Village 

became the classroom! From 

greetings and introductions to polite 

requests and vocabulary in the kitch-

en, the CD students learned how to 

say all the important things one may 

need in a homestay or in travels 

through Tanzania. Teachers Dani, 

Akida, and Florian creatively used 

House Mamas to practice introduc-

tions and greetings so students start-

ed in different locations around the 

Children’s Village, greeting everyone 

they encountered. 

Help Support our Kindergarten Class-

rooms! 

Our Kindergarten Outreach Program 
is in need of materials!  If you can 
help, please let us know!  

Scissors 
Glue (sticks and bottles) 
Rubber bands 
Finger paint 
Acrylic paint 
Clothes pins 
Thumb tacks 
Paperclips 
Lamination paper  
Water colour paint 

Zip lock bags (assorted sizes) 
Markers 
Sharpies 
Plastic beads 
Velcro 
Paper plates 
Tracing paper 
Brads (paper fasteners) 
Thin wire 
Card stock 
Construction paper 
Pipe cleaners 
Tape (scotch, masking, clear packag-
ing) 
Poly plastic folders 
Carbon paper 

“Mwalimu” Dani introduces 

vocabulary to CD students 

during their 5-day Language 

School! 
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Mobile Library Debuts in Mlev-

elwa Village Kindergarten 

Classroom 

As part of the Kindergarten Village 

Outreach Program, participating vil-

lage Kindergarten teachers receive a 

mobile book box to help them to in-

troduce English into their classrooms. 

The book boxes are packaged on-site 

at Igo-

da 

Children’s Village and then they are 

brought to the classrooms of the par-

ticipating teachers by Volunteer Mol-

ly and her Tanzanian counterparts 

Yusto and Dorkas. This past month, 

they delivered the first of the book 

boxes to Mlevelwa Village and its 

Kindergarten teachers Daines and 

Betta! Molly, Yusto, and Dorkas ar-

rived in the morning to observe the 

classroom and students. After the 

school day finished, Daines and Betta 

sat down with our Montessori team 

to review the day, provide feedback, 

and explain the book box program. 

Each teacher and Head Teacher signs 

a contract with the terms of agree-

ment for use of the book box. Then, 

the teachers received an English les-

son and ideas on how to integrate the 

books into their classroom. Both 

teachers were so excited to receive 

their book box, as well as their Eng-

lish lesson. The plan is that Molly and 

Dorkas will return each month to ex-

change the book box with another. 

This trip will also be an opportunity to 

monitor and evaluate every class-

room and provide helpful feedback 

for goal setting, which is discussed 

extensively during seminars.  The 

seminars will continue as the space 

for teachers to discuss their challeng-

es and share ideas with each other. 

We would love to see the Mobile Li-

brary  project expand to other Prima-

ry School classrooms as well! 

Kids Corner! 

Big congratulations are in order for 

two AWESOME boys! Kain and Zakar-

ia, both boys of House #3, have fin-

ished Standard 7! They graduated on 

October 2nd in a ceremony held at 

the Community Hall built by the 

NGO. They will go on to attend Madi-

si Secondary School of Village 

Schools Tanzania. They will both be 

beginning in Pre-form, which is a 

preparatory standard for students to 

practice and learn English before 

entering Form 1, which is taught en-

tirely in English. Kain is from Igoda 

and came to us from a very sad back-

ground of abuse and neglect. Zakaria 

is from Mkonge Village and has lost 

both of his parents. We are so proud 

of them and their hard work.  

  Hongera sana! 

An example of a Mobile Library 

Book Box! Each box can hold rough-

ly 100 children’s books to be used in 

the classroom. 

Candid Camera from Around 

the Children’s Village!  

Students at Mlevelwa work in small 

groups on Montessori materials. 

This is how many classrooms in our 

program can manage their large 

numbers.  


