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Special points 
of interest: 
! New Year for 

Montessori Kin-
dergarten! 

! Transport of Pri-
mary and Secon-
dary School Stu-
dents! 

! New Computers 
for NGO and 
Community.  

! Kids Corner: 
Standard 1 & 2 
students at Eng-
lish Medium Pri-
mary School! 

The start of a new year pro-
vides an opportunity for re-
flection and rejuvenation. The 
guardianship department has 
now started working even 
more closely with the local 
and district Social Welfare 
Office in order to bring more 
time and attention to vulner-
able children in the local vil-
lages– particularly those out-
side of our direct care. Our on-
site Social Welfare Officer, 
Joseph Majembe, and the 
head of our Guardianship De-
partment, Rehema Mgimwa, 
led a meeting with the Igoda 
Village Child Protection and 
Safety Committee on January 
15th, 2015.  

In this meeting, the village 

officials and our NGO staff 
identified a list of 20 children 
who are not attending school 
regularly. This list included 
each child’s name, age, sub-
village, and known guardians. 
A plan was put into place and 
a meeting arranged with the 
parents of the children to es-
tablish reasons the children 
were not in school. Another 
meeting was conducted in 
Luhunga Village to identify 
vulnerable children and their 
guardians.  

Due to limited local resources, 
follow up on the part of village 
officials can be untimely. In 
order to expedite the inter-
vention process on behalf of 
vulnerable children, Joseph 

and Rehema are working on 
establishing direct communi-
cation with district and re-
gional government on behalf 
of the NGO, asking for help 
with particularly sensitive or 
difficult cases. They are hoping 
that by appealing directly to 
higher authorities, more will 
be done to assist local chil-

dren.  

New English Classes 
for NGO  

Foxes’ NGO always swears by 
its dedicated volunteers. Our 
first volunteer of 2015 was no 
different! Sally Christensen, an 
experienced TEFL teacher, 
kicked off the year with a jam-
packed 3 week course in Eng-
lish for staff, teachers, and 
vocational students. After a 
day spent assessing each of 
her potential English student’s 
level, Sally, or Bibi Sally as she 
is affectionately known, sat 
down with Volunteer Coordi-

nator, Amari, to develop a 
class schedule. Because of the 
limited time Bibi Sally had with 
the students, each English 
class was tailored specifically 
for its students. Each day be-
gins with the Sewing School 
English class where students 
learn English most commonly 
used in a clothing shop. A late 
morning class is held with De-
partment Heads where they 
focus on English vocabulary 
most often used in an office 
setting. Sally then works with 
our Kindergarten and Pre-
school teachers, focusing on 

English exposure activities for 
their students in the late after-
noons. All three classes will 
host an English showcase of 
“Songs and Sketches” for NGO 
staff and children on February 
5th! Karibuni Wote! 

Joseph drafts a letter to Lu-
hunga Officials asking for help  
with a vulnerable child case. 
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Kindergarten Opens for An-
other Year! 

January 12th marked the re-opening 
of the Interactive Learning Kindergar-
ten for its second year. After  the 
December 2014 Kindergarten 
Graduation, 8 children left the NGO 
school to attend Standard 1 (First 
Grade). During a short break be-
tween terms, teachers spent their 
time 

cleaning the classrooms, repairing 
broken materials, crafting new teach-
ing aids, and studying English. But 
once school was back in session, our 
teachers were eager to get their new 
class acclimated again. With 7 new 
students, a few at the 3 years of age 
mark, the first couple of weeks were 
about establishing the Montessori 
routine found in Montessori class-
rooms all around the world. These 
include things like rolling and unroll-
ing their work mats in a careful, cor-
rect way, selecting and returning an 
activity from the shelf, and making a 
circle for Circle Time. These are im-
portant steps for children to learn, 
particularly the new students who 
are unfamiliar with the classroom 
and its environment. Fortunately, 
most of the class were return stu-

dents, too young for Standard 1. 
These students have served as a 
great example for their newer class-
mates.  

Volunteer Molly Hirtle will be return-
ing the third week of February as 
well! The NGO staff is excited to have 
her back and the Kindergarten 
Teachers are ecstatic. One of her first 
tasks will be to host a monthly sermi-
nar for local teachers on February 
27th.  

“Bussing” Children to School is a 
Success! 

“A Day In the Life”  was a popular 
volunteer day, where young volun-
teers spent a day with their secon-
dary school student counterparts, 
walking the 10 km  (one way!) to 
school and back, doing chores, and 
attending study hall in the evening. 
And perhaps the most grueling of 
that day was the 5:00 AM march to 
school. However, thanks to the ef-
forts of our Finnish partner, Mufindi 

Ystavat, that walk to school is now a 
short 20 minute drive! Mufindi Ysta-
vat is now paying the cost of the 
transport for both the 10 Madisi Sec-
ondary School students and the 7 
English Medium Primary School stu-
dents. At 6:30 AM students meet the 
white van and pile inside. Secondary 
School students still walk home, while 
the primary school students are 
transported home. This transport 
gives our teenagers an extra hour and 
half in the morning. The primary 

school students would not even be 
able to attend this school, if it was 
not for this transport opportunity as 
the 10km is considered much too far. 
Now all students are arriving to 
school fresh and ready for their 
school day! NGO staff has already 
noticed the difference as students are 
more alert in the evenings for study 
hall!  

 

The Children’s Village Needs Sup-
plies! 

Are you interested in fundraising or 
collecting supplies for the Igoda Chil-
dren’s Village? Each year, new cloth-
ing, school supplies, and household 
items are needed for the Children’s 
Village. For a small amount, you can 
provide simple necessities for our 
children! 
1. Cloth/re-usable diapers of all 

sizes. 
2. Gently used baby clothing– par-

ticularly preemie clothing. 
3. Gently used boys’ clothing (ages 4 

to 14). 
4. First Aid Kits 
5. $10 buys 50 school notebooks– 1 

for each child living at the Chil-
dren’s Village.  

6. $35 buys a complete school uni-
form, including shoes, sweater, 
shirt, and trousers/skirt.  

7. $10 buys 2 pens and 2 pencils for 
each child living at the children’s 
village. 

If you are interested in collecting 
items, please email @  
foxesngo@gmail.com to arrange the 
carrying of your items to the NGO as 
national TZ mail can be unreliable.  
If you are interested in donating a 
dollar amount– please visit: 
 
USA: mufindiorphans.org 
CA: africanbookbox.org 
UK: wildorphans.org  

Flashback! 

Sewing School Grads Stafford and Ber-
nado show off the outfits they had 
sewn for graduation in December! 
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The Computer Rush– New lap-
tops, desktops for NGO, 

Ukumbi, and  Luhunga Secon-
dary School 

2014 was an incredible year for tech-
nology at the NGO. We received over 
$5,000 USD in donations towards 
computers– resulting in the purchas-
ing of 14 desktops, 2 laptops, and 2 
printers. Five computers were given 
to the 

Igoda Community Hall where Paul 
Ngigwa, the NGO’s computer expert, 
raises his own salary by teaching 
computer classes to local adults in 
the village. Five other computers 
were given to Luhunga Secondary 
School. The library, which was built 
and supported through a collabora-
tion with African Book Box, houses 
the new computers and will be used 
for computer studies, as well as eve-
ning study for the students of the 
school.  

Finally, four desktops were kept on-
site at the NGO. These desktops will 
be used for computer studies by our 
staff, secondary school students on 
the weekends, and for volunteers as 
they help the NGO make the transi-
tion into being more “tech savvy”.  2 
new laptops were also donated which 
have been put to use immediately to 
help the Mufindi Administrative staff 
communicate more effectively with 
Geoff and Jenny, who are still state-
side. Currently, the NGO is focusing 

on reporting our numbers more ef-
fectively and teaching the staff to 
budget using Microsoft Excel. These 
spreadsheets are then circulated be-
tween on-the-ground staff, Geoff and 
Jenny, and the Tanzanian Board until 
spending is agreed on by all.  

The NGO staff is excited to continue 
to grow their computer knowledge 
and integrate it more and more into 
the NGO structure.  

Kids Corner! 

Congratulations to our Kindergarten 
graduates!!  These students, in addi-
tion to our children in Standard 2 
and below, have gone on to attend 
Madisi Secondary School’s new pri-
vate English Medium Primary School.  
The school was opened last year to 
Kindergarten and Standard 1, and 
this year added a Standard 2 class, 
along with a pre-school class. The 
classes are conducted entirely in 
English, increasing language acquisi-
tion dramatically for young students 
who already have an inclination to-
wards learning a new language. As 
secondary school education is con-
ducted in English as well, this will 
give our kids an incredible advantage 
later on in schooling. So far, our stu-
dents are returning home with noth-
ing but good news and great English! 

Bookkeeper Akida and Amari are 
hard at work inputting January’s 

spending into the computer. These 
documents are then sent to the US.  

Women’s Basket Co-op Gets 
International Interest 

Paul, the NGO’s resident computer 
expert, discusses plans for the new 
computers with Luhunga Secondary 

School’s Head Teacher . 

Karama Rep 
Dorothy meas-
ures a basket 
made by Eliza. 

Volunteer Anne-
lies sits with 
Head Weaver 
Sila. Her baskets 
were bought by 
Karama as pos-
sible samples.  

On January 19th, Foxes’ NGO played 
host to Karama Gifts, a non-profit 
organization that works with Artisan 
Groups around the world to bring 
the products of vulnerable men and 
women to larger US markets. After 
meeting Sewing School Volunteer 
Annelies at an artisan fair in Dar Es 
Salaam, Karama Reps Dorothy and 
Ashley traveled to Mufindi to meet 
the women responsible for the beau-
tiful baskets sold at the fairs. Anne-
lies brought Dorothy and Ashley to 
meet the leaders of the basket 
groups. One is Eliza, a woman who 
lost her leg due to illness, and crafts 
baskets to make a living. Another is 
Sila, a woman who became sick with 
TB, and is now a teacher to basket 
students. Karama is interested in the 
baskets of both Eliza and Sila! 

If you are interested in finding out 
more about Karama Gifts, please 

visit: 

Www.karamagifts.com 

 



 

 

Foxes’ NGO — Mufindi Orphans Foxes’ NGO 

In partnership with: 

Mufindi Orphans 

African Book Box 

Orphans in the Wild 

Mufindi Ystavat 

 

foxesngo@gmail.com 

 

Find us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/
FoxesNGO 

Follow us on Twitter! 

@FOXESNGO 

Follow us on Instagram! 

FOXES_NGO 

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Annelies Vermeij 

Ask anyone at the NGO to 
describe Sewing School 
Volunteer Annelies and 
you will get the same 
answer all around. 
“Energetic!” And en-
ergetic she indeed is. 
Famous for her love 
of coffee and cake, 
Annelies took the 
Sewing School by 
storm two years ago. 

 Having a sewing 
background herself, 
Annelies brought a 
much needed profes-
sional touch to the 
school in its begin-
ning days. As the 
school grew in popularity 
in the local villages, Anne-
lies introduced new pat-
terns and samples to en-
able the school to com-

pete in national artisan 
markets.  

The fairs and markets 
were where Annelies 
shone. In her charming 
Dutch accent, she could 
sell you the moon. And it 
was her passion for the 

NGO and its sewing 
school that brought in 
customers as she talked 
about each student and 

child by name, her eyes 
flooding with tears. No 
one could deny that this 
project was changing 
lives. Her knack for small 
talk and a sense of humor 
drew people to her. She 
could smell a possible 

connection a mile 
away.  During her time 
at the NGO, millions of 
shillings of sewing 
school income and 
materials could be 
credited to her sweet 
smile and refusal to 
hear the word “no”.  

Foxes’ NGO and its 
staff extend the most 
humble thank you to 
Annelies for her unpar-
alleled contributions to 

the Sewing School. Her 
love, laughter, and light 
will be missed. We wish 
her the best and hope she 
will visit us again! 

Foxes’ NGO (Mufindi Orphans) was established in 2005 to support projects aimed at 
combating the devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Mufindi district of 
Tanzania in East Africa. We aim to provide shelter, sustenance, education, and medi-

cal care for orphans, other vulnerable children, and people living with HIVAIDS 
within the project area.  

 Foxes’ NGO welcomes two wonderful addi-
tions to our rapidly growing NGO family– 
Vivienne Mwendwa Knight and Xavier Ludali 
Knight! Born December 15th, 2014, these tiny 
humans made quite an entry into the world! 
Both babies are healthy, and hopefully, red 
headed! Parents and NGO Managers Geoff 
Knight and Jenny Peck are planning to return 
with the twins and oldest sister Twiloo and 
older brother Tuke  to Tanzania in April of  
2015.  Congratulations to the entire family! 


