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Dear Friends and Family of Mufindi Orphans,
 
We hope you and your loved ones are in good health and safe. We wanted to
share this update to our global community and assure all that our commitment is
as strong as ever to helping children and youth of Tanzania achieve their
educational goals. 
 
For this Newsletter, we want to highlight the amazing work of an organization that
Mufindi Orphans is partnering with: Every Child Tanzania is a grassroots
Tanzanian organization founded in 2018 with the mission to help build leaders for
change. We are excited to share what they have been up to this year, and we hope
that it brings an uplifting sentiment of encouragement during these very different
times.

A MESSAGE TO OUR GLOBAL COMMUNITY
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Like the rest of the world, Covid-19 has arrived in Tanzania.
Businesses have closed, employees sent home. Schools have
shut down and students are back at home trying to figure
everything out.
 
We are happy to report that important efforts have been made
to control its spread, and one of the leaders in a local grassroots
response has been Every Child Tanzania (ECT). The organization
has connected with a radio station, with health facilities, and
with local entrepreneurs to address the various ways COVID-19
is impacting the community.

PROTECTING THE COMMUNITY 
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ECT has started a campaign to help a local
seamstress sew 500 masks for the local
community.  This endeavor will not only provide a
must needed resource to keep the community safe
and COVID-free, but will also create a source of
income for the seamstress. This is the type of
holistic effort that truly makes a worthwhile
impact in the lives of those who need it most.
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COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

One of the biggest challenges we have seen around the world with regard to
this pandemic is the issue of communication and sharing of information. This is
especially true in rural populations that are more challenging to reach via
traditional messaging like social media, newspapers, and television. To get
messages out to communities that have less access to mainstream media, a
grassroots effort is needed to ensure community awareness is increased, and
useful information is shared in a more equitable manner. Since the beginning of
March, ECT has fostered and strengthened a relationship with Uplands FM, a
radio station  that is broadcast in the rural areas of Njombe Region. Through
this connection, Uplands FM had ECT co-founder Akida Mdalingwa on their
radio programming speaking of the community needs in the area, as well as the
discussion of COVID-19 prevention measures.
 
The team on the ground is currently collaborating to get academic materials
aired on the radio so that rural populations will have access to learning
programming.



Every Child Tanzania has also made a fruitful connection with Dutch Tanzania Foundation's Monique
Derrez. This connection has already led to a coordinated community awareness project promoting a
children's book called Aisha and Moses Strong Against Coronavirus! The book leads the reader through a
story of how one can prevent the spread of COVID-19 and protect oneself from contracting the disease.
This book has been shared with rural communities through home visits and video readings. This is a
meaningful and impactful method for sharing vital information for those who lack access to traditional
media. People of all generations had socially-distanced gatherings to hear Akida's reading of the story, and
have a discussion.
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ECT is now collaborating with the Community Health
Workers (CHW) to visit registered families in the program
and provide the most at risk households with a hygiene kit
that includes hand sanitizer, soap, masks for all in the
household, and buckets/ladles to aid in hand-washing
practices.
 
With each hygiene kit provided, the Community Health
Workers and ECT director read the story of Aisha and
Moses, and answer any questions the community
members might have in regards to transmission of
COVID-19. The Community Health Workers in the area
are trained by district and regional medical officers in
COVID-19 and have built community trust in up to date
medical practices.
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STUDENT SPONSORSHIP
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

Schools across all of Tanzania have been closed since the
beginning of April. The pandemic has affected every single
student in our sponsorship program. The national
government of Tanzania is trying to reach students through
educational TV programs, however, as there are few to no TVs
in rural areas, a large part of the population is missing out.
 
In addition to funds sent to Foxes' Community and Wildlife
Conservation Trust for school needs and tuition, extended
additional services during this time have been offered to all
students in the Sponsorship Program. Each student has had a
personal check-in to make sure they had a safe place to stay,
food to eat and were emotionally safe. For some of our older
students, especially those coming from vulnerable
backgrounds, school is the only safe place they have to go.
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Spring 2020
STUDENT SPONSORSHIP
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

Printed-out resources have also been shared with all students in the
program to increase distance learning capacity. We can happily
report that all of our students are healthy, happy, whole, learning,
and grateful for the moral support via check-ins from ECT leaders on
the ground.
 
If you would like to send an uplifting message to a student in
Tanzania, please let us know and we will help make the connection!
 
To see the fundraising efforts directly from Every Child Tanzania you
can see their video here:  Every Child Tanzania Facebook
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https://www.facebook.com/100218424908962/videos/2699284363533116


Nadrick, who is studying away from his family
while gaining a degree in mechanical
engineering from the vocational school in
Songea, has been impacted by COVID19, like
much of the world. Due to lockdown orders,
Nadrick must remain at his school in Songea
(hundreds of miles from his home and
family), as he receives distance learning. He is
in year 3 of his 4-year course, and while he is
doing quite well, the isolation and uncertain
nature of these times is worrying.
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS:
NADRICK

 
"It is like we are living in this new reality that no one
expected. I often spend 3-4 hours in a day just to find a place
to get internet, as cafes are scarce. I really want to go home,
but I don't know if school will re-open soon or not. It is
difficult for sure, but still, life goes on."
 
Nadrick says he is in constant communication with ECT, and
he really appreciates the support.
 
For his next schooling year, we are looking for $1,500 to
ensure his schooling continues uninterrupted.
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Final Message 
Though there is need around the world during this time, we
want to highlight what is affecting the lives of our beloved
friends in Tanzania. These are different times for everyone,
and many are presented with new challenges, some of which
make it impossible to give at this time. We still want to be
with all of you, and keep everyone informed and excited
about activities in Tanzania!
 
For anyone able to give anything, now is perhaps the most
important time to do so. To explain why, and to leave with an
important and hopeful parting message, we turn to a quote
from Dr. Githinji Gitahi, Global CEO, Amref Health Africa.
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"Until all of us is safe, none of us is safe.
We have to manage the pandemic
throughout the world, or not manage
the pandemic at all. We know that the
global economy is inter-dependent, and
so this is time for global solidarity."
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When asked if the importance of efforts to contain
COVID19 across the continent of Africa are even more
important considering if failure to do so might cause
a global second wave of the virus, Dr. Gitahi said:
 


