
 

Checks on kids and staff. 
Various seminars were 
held as well on topics like 
Child Development, Bed-
wetting, and Adolescence. 
We could not be more 
grateful! Karibu tena! 

Ask anyone involved in the 
planning and they will tell 
you,  “It  happened  very  
fast”.  Only  a  short  6  weeks  
ago,  Foxes’  NGO  was  con-
nected with the University 
of Louisville Medical 
School who was looking 
for a new location for their 
service trip as travel re-
strictions on Kenya made 
their original trip an im-
possibility. And we could 
not be happier about that! 
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Smock 
lead 13 first-year medical 
school students with Den-
tist Dr. Jacobi to bring 
health services to the peo-
ple of Mufindi. They ar-
rived July 12th and did not 
stop moving until we 
waved goodbye on July 

20th. In order to utilize 
their time and man power, 
the students split up into 4 
groups with 9 translators 
to accompany them. The 
group visited 13 villages in 
total, holding open clinics 
(Igoda, Mdabulo, Ibwanzi 
etc.) as well as doing many 
home visits. Dr. Jacobi 
held 5 days of dental clin-
ics in Mdabulo and ser-
viced close to 100 patients. 
The medical team also 
brought 24 bags/boxes of 
donated medical supplies 
with them and ended their 
stay by completing our on-
site pharmacy. All this 
kept them extremely busy, 
but they still had time to 
spend a day on-site with 
us performing Wellness  

University of Louisville Medical School Volunteers  

Going Above and Beyond 

Of the University of Louisville 
Medical Volunteers, Emily 
Knittle and Ryan Eid arrived 
a week early to volunteer with 
us and do a home stay with 
Baba Yusto and Baba Isaya. 
During this week, Emily and 
Ryan went out with the Head 
of our Health Department 
Kibuga Fute and our Home-
based Care (HBC) Volunteers 
to do home visits and conduct 

an HIV Adherence Survey. 
The goal of this survey was to 
look  closely at rates of medi-
cation adherence for those in 
our HBC program. We found 
that our HBC volunteers do 
aid in adherence, but with 
Emily  and  Ryan’s  help,  the  
NGO can take the next steps 
in increasing adherence even 
more. Ryan and Emily hope 
to take their experience and 
data collection back to Ken-
tucky with them and present 

on Mufindi and HIV Adher-
ence. Both have expressed a 
strong desire to return and 
continue their HIV/AIDS 
work. We thank them again 
for their service! Karibu tena! 
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Mufindi Moments 

Special points 
of interest: 

x� A week of service was 
performed by Uni-
versity of Louisville 
Medical Students! 

x� Our Interactive Learn-
ing Kindergarten 
saw a successful 
first six months! 

x� The Sewing School 
has opened TWO 
new shops! 
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4 Emily interviewing a patient at the 
Igoda Clinic. 



Our Montessori-
inspired Interactive 
Learning Kindergarten 
has reopened after a 6 
week break on July 14th! 
We consider our first six 
months a roaring success, 
with students performing 
at high levels and teach-
ers working hard to keep 
up with them! The first 
six months were both 
trial and error, as well as 

a time to develop our 
learning curve in the 
classroom. A special 
thank-you is given to Vol-
unteer Molly Hirtle for 
her extremely hard work 
in making this dream a 
reality! She worked 
alongside her Tanzanian 
counterpart, Yusto, our 
head of the Education 
Department, to hold 
trainings for teachers, as 

well as guide teachers in 
material making for the 
new classroom. Both 
teachers and students 
alike adjusted very 
quickly to our new style 
of teaching, with students 
able to choose their own 
independent activities to 
direct their personal 
learning and teachers 
acting  as  “shepherds”  in  
tracking their progress 

Interactive Learning Kindergarten Sees Successful First 6 Months 

Kindergarten Village Outreach Program supports 15 teachers 

and guiding their devel-
opment. Naturally, this is 
very different from the 
traditional Tanzanian 
teaching style and it took 
time for our teachers to 
believe in the new pro-
gram. But after only a few 
short weeks, a better 
managed classroom and 
happier students were all 
the proof they needed, 
with our teachers acting 
as our biggest advocates 
for Montessori-style Kin-
dergarten! 

“The  first  six  
months were 
both trial and 
error, as well 
as a time to 
develop a 
learning 

curve in the 
classroom.” 
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Introducing English in 
the Classroom 

During our six 
week break, teachers 
worked diligently on mak-
ing English materials to 
use in the classroom. Cur-
rently, our school is con-
ducted primarily in Swa-
hili with short games and 
activities taught in Eng-
lish. Spurred on by a re-
newed confidence in their 
own English-speaking 
abilities, the teachers  

recommitted their time 
and energy to introducing 
more and more English 
activities, which included 
reinventing Swahili activi-
ties in the classroom to 
cover English vocabulary, 
learning new English 
songs, and teaching com-
mands and simple sen-
tences. We are so im-
pressed with the work  and 
confidence of our teachers! 

Beginning in December, we developed a Kindergarten Outreach Program for local 
teachers in 11 different villages to provide training and support to their classrooms 
and students. Through a partnership with The Olive Branch for Children in Mbeya, 
TZ , a week-long intensive training seminar was held to introduce teachers to Mon-
tessori philosophy of child-directed learning and to teach material-making skills. 
Founder Deb McCracken was gracious enough to share her thriving program with 
us. Volunteer Molly, and her TZ counterparts, Yusto and Given, continued with 
these trainings and held monthly training seminars where topics like child develop-
ment, Peace Education, and S.M.A.R.T. goals were covered. At this moment, Molly 
and three participating teachers, Dorkas, Sophia, and Frolida, are attending a two-
week long seminar with The Olive Branch for Children! We cannot wait to welcome 
them home and hear all about the new skills they have been developing!  

K-students Upendo 
and  Melania practice 
writing on chalk-
boards in class.  

Teachers practicing  
a fractions activity at 
last  month’s  seminar. 



Calling all Education En-
thusiasts! We are in des-
perate need of funding 
for our Early Childhood 
Education Fund. This 
fund supports not only 
our on-site classroom, 
but our Kindergarten 
Outreach Program as 
well. It is our goal to sup-
port as many Kindergar-
ten classrooms as we pos-

sibly can in our project 
area. We strongly believe 
that the foundation for a 
good education is built in 
the early years of child-
hood. And currently, the 
Tanzanian government 
has no action plan or 
funding directed to pre-
Standard 1 Education. 
Through our interactive 
learning model, teachers 

can manage high volume 
classrooms with locally 
made  resources, while 
still ensuring a produc-
tive day for their stu-
dents.  If you, or someone 
you know might be inter-
ested in helping to sup-
port this program, please 
contact us at : 

foxesngo@gmail.com! 

turned home this month 
to her father and step-
mother.  Furahini arrived 
just two weeks after her 
birth. Her mother died in 
childbirth in the Mafinga 
Hospital of infection. 
Overwhelmed by the 
death of his wife with a 
new infant to care for, 
Furahini’s  father  brought  

It is always bittersweet 
when a child returns to 
their family. Our goal is 
that all of our children 
can one day return to the 
village into loving homes. 
However, we admit that 
these kids become our 
family too! We are so 
happy to announce that 
Furahini Mponzi re-

her to us, fulfilling his 
promise to visit monthly 
and contribute to her care 
until he was able to pro-
vide a good home for her. 
And sure enough, just 3 
months after her 4th 
birthday, Furahini re-
joined her family in Isipii! 
We could not be happier 
for her! 

Call for Fundraising for Early Childhood Education 

       Kids Corner 

Sewing School Opens Two New Shops 

shop was opened one week 
later on July 26th in Igoda 
Village to serve the local 
community. Our shop in-
cludes a ready-to-wear line, 
as well as a space to take 
personal orders. For those 
of us familiar with our Sew-
ing  School’s  humble  begin-
nings, we understand the 
time and effort put into 
making these shops a real-
ity. Sewing School Volun-
teer Annelies has been hard 

at work prepping teachers 
and students for the new 
work influx and will use 
the new locations to de-
velop a curriculum for 
teaching customer service 
skills and business admini-
stration to the students. 
She has also been key in 
creating sales contact 
points with in-country 
Lodges to market our Sew-
ing School Products to 
tourists. We now consider 
ourselves  “international”! 

Congratulations to our 
Threads Sewing School 
for their hard work in 
opening TWO new shops. 
Our first show was 
opened in our recently 
finished office on July 
19th, just in time for our 
visiting University of 
Louisville Medical Vol-
unteers! This shop will 
mainly serve guests, vol-
unteers, and employees 
of the NGO. Our second 
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Students like An-
tonia benefit im-
mensely from your 
support and con-
tributions.  

The Sewing School 
team celebrates their 
grand opening of the 
Igoda Village Shop.  



foxesngo@gmail.com 
Foxesngo.blogspot.com 

mufindiorphans.org 
wildorphans.org 

africanbookbox.org 

 

Foxes’  NGO  (Mufindi  Orphans)  was  established  in  2005  to  support  projects  
aimed at combating the devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 
Mufindi district of Tanzania in East Africa. We aim to provide shelter, suste-
nance, education, and medical care for orphans, other vulnerable children, 

and people living with HIVAIDS within the project area. 

Beginning with this first issue, the NGO would like to publish a monthly vol-
unteer  newsletter  to  update  past  Volunteers  on  news  of  the  Children’s  Vil-
lage. Our goal with this newsletter is to keep our wonderful volunteers en-
gaged and active with the NGO. So often, volunteers come to feel that the 
Mufindi community is their home-away-from-home. We want to do our best 
to honor this commitment you have made to us by providing updates on the 
goings-on  around  the  Children’s  Village.  Please  let  us  know  if  there  is  a  par-
ticular child or project you would like to see covered in a future  newsletter!  

Foxes’  NGO 
Mufindi Orphans 

Every month, we want to 
highlight the hard work and 
dedication of one volunteer 
who has gone above and 
beyond during their time 
with us! This month, we 
would like to shine our Vol-
unteer Spotlight on Kia Ra-
dovanovic. Kia arrived to the 
Children’s  Village  at  the  end  
of June, committing 5 weeks 
of service. She spent her first 
two weeks living in House #1 
of  the  Children’s  Houses.  
This is a new program we 
have implemented for new 
volunteers to help with the 
immersion process and cre-
ate stronger connections 
between volunteers and the 
community. Kia went into 
her new home with an open 
mind and came to find that 
she really enjoyed living with 
the children and learning 

about Tanzanian life. So 
much so, that instead of 
moving into Volunteer 
Housing after two weeks, she 
finished her stay with a 
homestay with Baba Yusto 
and his family. Kia worked 
hard each day, splitting her 
time between material-
making in the Kindergarten 
and helping in the Baby 
house in the afternoons. Be-
tween her endless positivity 
and willingness to extend 
herself, Kia is the model of 
what a volunteer should be. 
In her short time with us, 
she has come to be loved by 
all. We will miss her very 
much when she leaves, and 
would love her to come back 
and work with us again! 
Karibu tena! 

Volunteer Spotlight: Kia Radovanvic 

Foxes’  NGO– Mufindi Orphans  

Find us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/
FoxesNGO 

Follow us on Twitter! 

@FOXESNGO 

Follow us on Instagram! 

FOXES_NGO 

In Memoriam 

Loss is a very real part of our life and work in Mufindi. Every month, we would like 
to dedicate our issue to a member of our community that has passed. We think of 

them everyday and we know you do as well.   

We would like to dedicate this first issue to Baby Rehema Fungo who passed on 
June 21st, 2014. She was 9 months old and had spent 3 months under our care. We 
miss you dearly, little angel.  


