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Special points 

of interest: 

� Construc�on of 

the new Voca-

�onal School has 

begun! 

� The Kindergarten 

Village Outreach 

Program is begin-

ning to u�lize the 

Mobile Library 

System! 

� The Sunday Mon-

itor Program ben-

efits both chil-

dren and guardi-

ans! 
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Foxes’ NGO is so pleased to 

have finally broken ground 

on the brand new voca�on-

al school! This school will 

operate alongside the al-

ready func�oning sewing 

school as a separate branch 

of voca�onal schooling. This 

school will focus on training 

secondary school aged stu-

dents in the cra3 of car-

pentry. Voca�onal school-

ing is a great op�on for stu-

dents who are unable to 

start or complete secondary 

schooling. Many of our vo-

ca�onal students are chil-

dren who have suffered 

some family tragedy, ill-

ness, or even extreme pov-

erty that prevents them 

from being able to commit 

enough �me and energy to 

their secondary educa�on. 

As there are not many oc-

cupa�onal op�ons for stu-

dents who don’t complete 

secondary school, voca�on-

al schooling 

provides an op-

portunity for 

students to 

learn a  trade 

and generate 

income at a 

frac�on of the 

cost of second-

ary school fees. 

This year, our 

sewing school 

has taught 25 students and 

it is our hope that the trade 

school will have the same 

number of students, if not 

more by this �me next 

year! 

“Threads” Sewing School 

Shop Creates New Cur-

riculum Opportuni�es 

A3er many months of plan-

ning and prepara�on, 

“Threads” sewing school has 

opened its first village shop in 

Igoda! And our students and 

teachers have been kept ex-

tremely busy ever since! The 

shop is serving the local com-

munity to provide suits, dress-

es, men’s and women’s blous-

es, as well as a number of spe-

cialized items like choral 

gowns. The extra business 

and variety of orders has 

meant great prac�ce for stu-

dents as they gain more and 

more independence on their 

sewing machine. The shop 

has also served as a great 

place for students to prac�ce 

“in-shop” interac�ons like tak-

ing an order, making measure-

ments, and collec�ng pay. 

Teachers have established a 

rota�on in the shop with stu-

dents so that every week 1 

student rotates and works in 

the shop alongside the teacher 

for 1 -1 instruc�on. This is a 

great first step for students 

towards building the start of 

their own sewing business! 

And this is a great first step 

towards a completely sustain-

able project! 
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Teachers Lead Seminar to Share 

New Ideas with Colleagues 

Friday, August 29th was the 8th sem-

inar of the year and marked a dis�nct 

change in structure for the successful 

program. Volunteer Molly, and par-

�cipa�ng teachers Sophia, Dorkas 

and Frolida returned from a Montes-

sori seminar with the Olive Branch 

for Children with an arsenal of new 

ideas, theory, materials and ac�vi�es 

to share with fellow teachers. It was 

decided that the best way for the 

new informa�on to be shared was 

for the teachers to actually be teach-

ers for the seminar. Sophia, Dorkas 

and Frolida each picked a topic that 

they knew well that was covered 

during their 2 week seminar in 

Mbeya. A3er much prepara�on and 

prac�ce, the presenta�ons began! 

Dorkas introduced a fun math ac�vi-

ty that uses bo=le caps to teach addi-

�on called The Stamp Game! Made 

with locally resourced materials, it is 

a hands on way students can do a 3-

digit addi�on and subtrac�on. Dor-

kas also introduced and taught Spin-

dle Boxes, another math ac�vity 

made from beans and egg cartons 

that allows children to feel in their 

hand the quan�ty of a number while 

coun�ng 0 – 9. 

Sophia introduced a new circle �me 

ac�vity, as well as a 1st Sound wheel! 

A 1st sound wheel uses a paper circle 

with images and clothes pegs to 

prac�ce iden�fying sounds heard at 

the beginning of words! 

Frolida followed with a presenta�on 

of last-sound wheels which uses an 

iden�cally structured material to 

prac�ce the iden�fica�on of the last 

sounds heard in words. A3er individ-

ual presenta�ons, all teachers con-

structed and prac�ced spindle boxes 

to be used in their own classrooms! It 

was extremely successful seminar 

that highlighted just how far teachers 

have come! 

Introduc�on of Mobile Library to 

Kindergarten Village Outreach 

Program 

With the con�nued success of our 

Kindergarten Outreach Program, 

teachers and volunteers alike are 

always searching for ways to improve 

and provide be=er materials and sup-

port to village teachers. The month 

marked the beginning prepara�ons 

for a mobile library that will provide a 

rota�on of English storybooks and 

Kiswahili textbooks to village kinder-

garten classrooms. All par�cipa�ng 

classrooms are headed by teachers in 

our Montessori program and receive 

regular visits, follow ups, and feed-

back to create a solid support net-

work for teachers. The Mobile Library 

will be an extension of this support 

network and enable teachers to be 

crea�ve about their use of books and 

accompanying materials in their class-

room. Each teacher and classroom 

will receive a new box of books each 

month, and following the regular 

class visit or scheduled seminar, new 

books will be exchanged and 

switched out for the old! Currently, it 

is planned that 4 kindergarten class-

rooms will be receiving mobile library 

boxes. In the past, our partner organi-

za�on African Book Box saw huge 

strides made in local primary school 

classrooms a3er mobile library sys-

tems were implemented. Following in 

their footsteps, we wanted to encour-

age the same results in our kindergar-

ten classrooms. 

Help Support our Kindergarten Class-

rooms! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the right, you will find a list of 

needed supplies for our on-site Inter-

ac�ve Learning Kindergarten, as well 

as for the village classrooms support-

ed by the village outreach program. If 

you, or anyone you know, can help us 

to obtain even one of these school 

supply items, we would be so grateful. 

Scissors 
Glue (s�cks and bo�les) 
Rubber bands 

Finger paint 

Acrylic paint 

Clothes pins 

Thumb tacks 

Paperclips 

Lamina�on paper  

Water colour paint 

Zip lock bags (assorted sizes) 

Markers 

Sharpies 

Plas�c beads 

Velcro 

Paper plates 

Tracing paper 
Brads (paper fasteners) 
Thin wire 
Card stock 
Construc�on paper 
Pipe cleaners 
Tape (scotch, masking, clear packag-
ing) 
Poly plas�c folders 
Carbon paper 
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Sunday Monitor Program 

Helps to Provide Support to 

Both Young and Old 

It is our goal as an NGO to provide 

not only shelter and sustenance to 

our children, but also the psycho-

social support that comes from rela-

�onship building. Our Sunday Moni-

tor Program is one step we have tak-

en to nurture the rela�onships be-

tween children. Each month, an older 

child (15 years +), as well as current 

volunteers, are assigned one younger 

child (3 years and below) and the 

older youth becomes the Sunday 

“monitor” to the younger child. To-

gether, they will a=end church, eat 

breakfast, lunch and dinner, go to the 

market, and spend their Sundays to-

gether! For the younger children and 

babies, this �me spent with other 

children is cri�cal in building trust, 

and supports higher levels of lan-

guage acquisi�on. Prior to the imple-

menta�on of this program, it was 

proving more difficult to create op-

portuni�es for exposure to village life 

for young children and babies. But 

now, even the youngest of our NGO 

family is able to venture out for a day 

in the village fairly regularly. For the 

older youth, the program is a great 

way to teach communal and personal 

responsibility, as well as to provide a 

reminder about the �me and energy 

needed to care for a child – an im-

portant lesson for all adolescents. It 

also gives the older children �me to 

bond with their younger counter-

parts, as �me can be limited for a 

secondary school student. This pro-

gram also helps the House Mamas of 

House #2, also known as the Baby 

House! It provides them with the 

opportunity to do some of the more 

intensive housekeeping that is made 

more difficult with children in the 

house. It is now not uncommon for 

one to take a walk around the Chil-

dren’s Village on Sunday a3ernoon 

and spot groups of monitors with 

their babies lounging and playing on 

grass mats while soaking up the last 

bit of sun for that day. And the guard-

ians are now as pleased as ever to see 

their children taking more responsi-

bility for each other. So far, everyone 

has benefi=ed!  

Kids Corner! 

 

This month, we said goodbye to an 

ins�tu�on. The wonderful Tito has 

returned to live with his older broth-

er in Dar es Salaam. His brother has 

secured a sponsor for Tito so that he 

is able to a=end an English medium 

boarding school in Dar. And anyone 

who has spent 5 minutes with Tito 

can agree that he deserves the best 

educa�on possible. Tito arrived at 

the Children’s Village when he was 

less than a year old a3er the death of 

his mother. He grew up a big brother 

to even those older than him, as 

even in his earliest years around the 

Children’s Village, he was a natural 

born leader. He excelled in school, 

and teachers o3en struggled to give 

him new material fast enough! We 

are excited for what lies ahead for 

Tito and the endless doors an educa-

�on like his could open for such a 

bright boy! Before his departure, 

Tito’s older brother spent 3 weeks at 

the Children’s village geIng to know 

Tito again, learning about proper 

childcare, support, and discipline. 

This is an extremely important �me 

for both the child, the Children’s Vil-

lage guardian, and the new guardian. 

It ensures a smooth transi�on and a 

cohesive paren�ng style. During the-

se three weeks, many mee�ngs are 

conducted to hammer home im-

portant points like con�nued educa-

�on and the rejec�on of corporal 

punishment. The day before Tito le3, 

a goodbye party was held in his hon-

or. In a=endance were all of his 

“brothers and sisters”, his class-

mates, and every guardian, staff 

member, and volunteer at the Chil-

dren’s Village. Chocolate cake was 

shared by all, and a3er, brief speech-

es were made by each department, 

including Tito’s Guardian, Mama Ra-

habu. With tears in our eyes, smiles 

on our faces, and hope in our heart, 

we wish Tito all the best! You are a 

shining star!  



 
 

Foxes’ NGO — Mufindi Orphans 

Foxes’ NGO 

Mufindi Orphans 

Mfoxesngo@gmail.com 

Foxesngo.blogspot.com 

Mufindiorphans.org 

Wildorphans.org 

Africanbookbox.org 

 

Find us on Facebook! 

h.ps://www.facebook.com/

FoxesNGO 

Follow us on Twi.er! 

@FOXESNGO 

Follow us on Instagram! 

FOXES_NGO 

Volunteer Spotlight: Emma Nelmes & Chloe Smith 

This month, the NGO was visited by two enthusias�c volunteers from the UK, Em-

ma and Chloe! As childhood friends who are both passionate about travelling and 

working with children, Emma and Chloe jumped headfirst into daily life at the Chil-

dren’s Village. 

Though they were only able to 

spend 2 weeks with us, their 

impact was far- reaching. They 

began their work pain�ng at the 

Mdabulo Hospital to prepare the 

consultancy rooms for vis-

i�ng doctors. A3er, they be-

gan work on la- beling and cre-

a�ng an inventory for the new mo-

bile library. Their a3ernoons were 

spent working in the houses 

alongside the house mamas 

and helping with childcare. Their 

evenings were spent tutoring 

secondary school students in math 

and English. Not wan�ng to waste a single moment, their days were long but ful-

filling for all involved. They even had the opportunity to a=end church and sing for 

Foxes’ NGO (Mufindi Orphans) was established in 2005 to support projects aimed 

at comba�ng the devasta�ng effects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Mufindi dis-

trict of Tanzania in East Africa. We aim to provide shelter, sustenance, educa�on, 

and medical care for orphans, other vulnerable children, and people living with 

HIVAIDS within the project area.  

Beginning with the first issue of July 2014, the NGO set out to publish a monthly vol-

unteer newsle=er to update past Volunteers on news of the Children’s Village. Our 

goal with this newsle=er is to keep our wonderful volunteers en- gaged and ac�ve 

with the NGO. So o3en, volunteers come to feel that the Mufindi community is their 

home-away-from-home. We want to do our best to honor this commitment you have 

made to us by providing updates on the goings-on around the Children’s Village. 

Please let us know if there is a par�cular child or project you would like to see cov-

ered in a future newsle=er! 

Announcements! 

Geoff and Jenny are thrilled to announce that they are expec�ng! And if that 

wasn’t exci�ng enough...it is not just one baby, or even twins! Nope! This red-

headed clan is doubling in size! Geoff and Jenny are expec�ng quadruplets! This 

means big changes for their family, and they ask for nothing but the same love 

and support they have been shown in the past. Here in Mufindi, we cannot wait 

to welcome them back with 4 new li=le redheads in tow! 


